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) was a remarkable meeting that brought together 1,035 individuals interested in the prevention and treatment of prostate cancer. This meeting, sponsored jointly by the American Society of Clinical Oncology, the American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology, the Society of Urologic Oncology, and the Prostate Cancer Foundation, was the culmination of several years of planning, and represented the first truly multidisciplinary scientific and educational meeting dedicated solely to prostate cancer.
The meeting included special sessions devoted to mentorship, enhancing accrual to clinical trials, end points, and study design. The scientific program of the meeting was abstract driven, and provided the opportunity for the presentation of important original research. Two hundred seventy-four abstracts were presented in six poster sessions, another 17 were selected for presentation in oral sessions throughout the meeting, and Merit Awards were presented to the top 25 scoring abstracts submitted by researchers in training. Twelve general sessions provided lectures by opinion leaders on stateof-the-art topics ranging from prevention and epidemiology to developmental therapeutics and supportive care.
In a sense, this issue of the Journal of Clinical Oncology Special Series is a direct outgrowth of that symposium: In this issue, as in the Prostate Cancer Symposium, we have collected key reviews addressing central challenges and areas of controversy in the clinical management of prostate cancer. This is truly an outstanding compendium, reflecting tremendous expertise and thoughtful analysis. We are grateful to each one of the authors, who responded enthusiastically to a very tight timeline, providing not only concise reviews of the state of the art and summaries of our current knowledge, but much more importantly, focusing on areas of controversy and challenges for the future. 
TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR LOCALIZED PROSTATE CANCER
The challenges faced daily by patients and clinicians in trying to identify the optimal treatment strategies for localized prostate cancer are better understood in the context of the manuscripts in this section. Klotz 4 makes a powerful argument suggesting that, as a community, we are overtreating patients, and provides the rationale for identifying patients most suited for expectant management with delayed intervention at the time of progression. In these good-risk patients, active surveillance clearly should be presented as an option.
Decision making about the modality of therapy has become considerably more complex with recent technological advances. Smith and Herrell 5 describe the robotic
